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1 Objectives 

The main objective of the working groups is to bring together stakeholders from the different 

group categories in order to firstly inform them about the opportunity of using 

Marginal/Underutilized/Contaminated (MUC) lands for bioenergy production in their region 

and secondly to mobilise and encourage stakeholders in the region to start their own projects. 

During these meetings, working group members are invited to discuss the bioenergy value 

chains options available in their regions, the main challenges and opportunities of these value 

chains and the foreseen development of the project and their role in it.  

2 Selection of working group members 

In each case study area, a list of stakeholders has been developed by the partners. From this 

list, 10 to 15 persons from different stakeholders’ categories are invited to join the working 

group meetings. They belong to the following categories: farmers, biomass suppliers, private 

or public landowners, local and/or regional authorities, politicians, industries, researchers, 

financing bodies, investors, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs), entrepreneurs, others. 

The project partners responsible for the case studies will organise the set-up of the working 

groups and will facilitate and guide the discussions among the members. 

3 Meetings plan 

After accepting the invitation, the working group members are invited to the first working 

group meeting which is set by the project partner in agreement with the members. The second 

working group meeting will take place at the occasion of the workshop which will be organised 

in the case study area. The members of the working group will continue the work through 

virtual meetings, e-mails exchange even after the project ends with the purpose of making 

possible the implementation of projects intended to grow biomass on MUC lands for bioenergy 

production. 

4 Working group in Italy 

4.1 First working group meeting in Basento Valley (Basilicata) 

4.1.1 Introduction 

 



The first WG meeting of the BIOPLAT-EU project in the Basento Valley was held at the Hotel 

Nazionale, in Matera, on 14 October 2020. Due to COVID-19 constraints, some invited 

stakeholders (Mr. Donato Del Corso and Ms. Vera Corbelli) participated in the meeting 

remotely. 

The full list of participants in the first WG meeting held in Basilicata is reported in Table 1. 

 

Table 1 List of Working Group Members participating in the 1st WG meeting held in Matera on 14 October 
2020 and details of the stakeholders category group they belong to. 

Member name Organisation Stakeholder category 

Giacobbe Braccio ENEA Researcher 

Vera Corbelli Autorità di Bacino Distrettuale dell’Appennino 
Meridionale. Segretario generale 

Inter-regional authority 

Giuseppina Costantini CREA-Policy and Bioeconomy – Regional Office of 
Basilicata 

Researcher 

Mario Cozzi University of Basilicata (UNIBAS) Researcher 
 
 

Aniello Crescenzi Agenzia Lucana di Sviluppo di Innovazione in 
Agricoltura (ALSIA). Director 

Public-Private Partnership 

Donato Del Corso Department for Agricultural and Forestry Policies 
of the Basilicata region 

Regional authority 

Rocco Fuina Consortium for the Industrial Development of the 
province of Matera (CSI Matera) 

Industrial Producers 
Consortium 

Antonio Lanorte Legambiente   Environmentalist 
Association 

Domenico Lazazzera Cluster Lucano di Bioeconomia. Presidente Public Private Partnership 

Teresa Lettieri CREA-Policy and Bioeconomy – Regional Office of 
Basilicata 

Research institute 

Giuseppe Lorusso Daken S.P.A. - Bioeconomy producers  Industry 

Giuseppina Lovecchio Regione Basilicata Regional authority 

Vincenzo Malfa Consortium for the Industrial Development of the 
province of Matera (CSI Matera) 

Industrial Producers 
Consortium 

Luigi Emanuele 
Marsico 

Cluster Energia Basilicata ETS – Associazione tra 
imprese ed Enti di ricerca. Presidente 

Public Private Partnership  

Alessandro 
Martemucci 

Officinae – Agency for Lean e Digital Marketing Private entrepreneur 

Aldo Mattia Coldiretti  Farm Producers 
Association 

Rocco Vittorio 
Restaino 

Basilicata region. Department of Agricultural and 
Forestry Policies 

Regional authority 

Antonella Russo Greenswitch S.r.L. Bio-industry 

Salvatore Zito Consortium for the Industrial Development of the 
province of Matera (CSI Matera) 

Industrial Producers 
Consortium 

Angelo Zizzamia Municipality of Ferrandina (province of Matera) Local authority 
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4.1.2 Invitation 

The selection of the candidate members of the Stakeholders Working Group was performed in 

a joint effort with the regional focal point, Ms. Giuseppina Costantini, staff member of the 

regional CREA office in Basilicata involved in the project starting from the implementation of 

WG4. This approach allowed the organizers to count on a deep knowledge of the local context 

and brought to a smoother selection of the stakeholders invited to participate as members in 

the WG. 

Candidate members of the WG were contacted on a one-to-one basis, both via email or virtual 

meetings (e.g. Skype; Teams; Zoom) to raise their awareness on the objectives and the activities 

of the BIOPLAT-EU project and to explore their interest in being part of the WG, as 

representative of their specific stakeholder category. In this occasion, the CREA staff explored 

with the candidate the type of contribution expected from WG members, which were invited 

to share their knowledge, data and best practices relevant for the scope of the project.  

This first approach was followed by an invitation email which included in attachment the official 

brochure of the project, written in local language, and the agenda of the event. In some cases, 

such as for regional authorities, an official communication on the official letterhead of CREA 

was also sent (Figure 1).  

A dedicated press release was prepared and circulated, thus that the event was announced 

through various communication channels, some of which is listed below: 

- CREA website and its official social channels (e.g. twitter); 

- Official website of the Basilicata region; 

- official website of the Consortium for the Industrial Development of the province of 

Matera 

- local media (e.g. Sassi live; oltrefreepress). 

https://www.crea.gov.it/web/politiche-e-bioeconomia/-/sostenibilit%C3%A0-delle-filiere-bioenergetiche-gli-strumenti-di-supporto-alle-decisioni-nel-progetto-bioplat-eu?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fricerca%3Fq%3Dbioplat
https://www.regione.basilicata.it/giunta/site/Giunta/detail.jsp?otype=1012&id=3069621
https://www.csi.matera.it/2020/10/12/il-progetto-bioplat-eu-e-il-settore-bioenergetico-in-basilicata/
https://www.csi.matera.it/2020/10/12/il-progetto-bioplat-eu-e-il-settore-bioenergetico-in-basilicata/
https://www.sassilive.it/economia/lavoro/il-progetto-bioplat-eu-e-il-settore-bioenergetico-in-basilicata-incontro-a-matera-del-consorzio-di-sviluppo-industriale-della-provincia-di-matera/
http://www.oltrefreepress.com/a-matera-lincontro-su-il-progetto-bioplat-eu-e-il-settore-bioenergetico-in-basilicata/
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Figure 1 Sample of invitation letter sent to local authorities invited to participate in the 1st WG meeting 
held in Basilicata on October 2020. 
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4.1.3 Agenda 

The agenda of the event included two key sessions (Figure 2). The first session was dedicated 

to the exchange of knowledge: the BIOPLAT-EU project was introduced, participants were 

informed about the opportunity of using MUC lands for bioenergy production in their region, 

and then invited to share information about the current status of the bioenergy sector at 

regional level, by highlighting its strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. The second 

session, built upon the outcomes of the first one, was organized as a round table discussion, to 

stimulate the dialogue and to foster networking and collaborations among the various 

stakeholders participating in the meeting, in a way to overcome existing barriers that currently 

prevent the development of short, locally based, bioenergy value chains. The round table was 

also useful to identify the most relevant bioenergy value chains currently established in the 

region, with the aim to explore opportunities for their further scaling up or replication. 

 

 

4.1.4 Summary of presentations and discussions 

 

Figure 3: 1st BIOPLAT-EU Working Group Meeting held in Basilicata on 14 October 2020. 

The first session of the WG meeting was moderated by Guido Bonati, national coordinator of 

the BIOPLAT-EU project.  

Mr. Bonati introduced Donato Del Corso, general director of the Department for Agricultural 

and Forestry Policies of the Basilicata region, who participated in the meeting remotely via 

Skype. 

Mr. Del Corso expressed his strong interest for the activities implemented in the BIOPLAT-EU 

project and highlighted the presence of ample MUC areas in Basilicata. In particular, he 

reminded that there are areas in the region characterized for their marginal productivity, which 

so far have been targeted by CAP supporting measures to be kept in set-aside. These areas, 

Figure 2: Agenda of the first WG meeting held in Matera on 14 October 2020. 
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once that the current CAP 2014-2020 measures will end, could be converted to biomass 

cultivation. Furthermore, it would be possible and ideal, at this point, if the opportunity to 

establish local bioenergy value chains is concrete, to foresee incentives and supporting 

measures to foster this type of land allocation. Further considerations in this sense need to be 

done and, to this end, a strong collaboration among the various regional departments 

interested in the sector, farmers organizations, industrial consortia, bioeconomy and bioenergy 

hubs present in the region, is desirable. 

Rocco Fuina, unique administrator of the Consortium for the Industrial Development of the 

province of Matera, welcomed WG participants and gave an overview of the national legal 

framework concerning the possible pathways towards the achievement of the climate 

objectives, with a focus on the national energy policies. He explained that the current Climate 

and Energy Integrated National Plan set the basis to realize an ample transformation of the 

economy, in which decarbonisation, the circular economy principle, the efficiency and the 

rational and equitable use of natural resources are together objectives and instruments for a 

more sustainable economy. In this context, he said, bioenergy could cover a key role, not only 

to ensure energy access and security of supply, but also to act as a leverage for the social and 

economic development of rural and remote areas, such as the one present in Basilicata, also 

through the creation of new job opportunities.  

Dr. Tiziana Pirelli opened the meeting by giving a general overview of the BIOPLAT-EU project 

objectives and activities. She explained the various phases of which a bioenergy value chain is 

composed and highlighted the most critical sustainability issues affecting the sector, among 

which the food vs fuel. She introduced the various existing bioenergy pathways, the advantages 

of establishing locally based short bioenergy value chains and the key aspects to be considered 

to put in place a long-lasting and sustainable bioenergy sector, by taking into account the type 

and amount of raw material available on-site. Ultimately, Dr. Pirelli explained the reasons which 

brought to the selection of Val Basento in Basilicata as one of the case study area for the 

project. 

Dr. Giuseppe Pulighe explained that the food vs fuel debate assumes high relevance in Italy, 

due to the scarce availability of agricultural land and to its strong fragmentation. Dr. Pulighe 

explained that a possible option to overcome this ethical issue, could derive from the 

production of dedicated bioenergy crops in MUC lands. He explained the multiple social, 

economic and environmental benefits that this choice could bring at local level, by fostering 

the sustainable development of short and efficient bioenergy value chains. Ultimately, Dr. 

Pulighe showed the outcomes of the study performed within the BIOPLAT-EU project to assess 

the availability of MUC lands in the Sardinia region and gave an overview on their distribution 

and composition. 

Vincenzo Malfa, representative of the Consortium for industrial development, gave an 

overview on the contaminated lands present in the province of Matera and recognized as Sites 

of National Interest (SIN): Basento Valley (3,393 ha) and Tito Scalo (315 ha). In these areas, it is 

possible to identify arable lands (≈1,500 ha), that could be addressed both to the cultivation of 

bioenergy dedicated crops and/or to host extended solar panel system; and fluvial areas 

(≈1,000 ha), that could be addressed only to the cultivation of biomass dedicated crops. Other 
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≈1,000 ha are available for building new industrial infrastructures for bioenergy or other 

production purposes. 

Vera Corbelli presented the peculiarities and the environmental criticisms of the inter-regional 

river-basin district of the Southern Appenine, including seven regions among which Basilicata. 

She explained the top-down and multidisciplinary approach used for the restoration of the 

contaminated area around the city of Taranto, a SIN at less than 100 km far from Matera. She 

said that the development of bioenergy value chains, which take advantage of the presence of 

MUC lands, could give a strong contribution to the restoration of these types of lands and of 

their related ecosystems, if implemented together with other actions and activities.  

Prof. Mario Cozzi showed the outcomes of various research projects, recently implemented by 

the University of Basilicata, with the aim to map the availability and price of biomass supply 

(with a focus on woody biomass), the distribution and suitability of existing infrastructure (e.g. 

biomass processing plants; communication route) to be used for bioenergy production 

purposes at local level. These data were used to assess the potential of development of 

decentralized bioenergy value chains in Basilicata (PROBIO); to model and evaluate the impacts 

of specific bioenergy pathways in rural areas and to identify the most convenient pathway (both 

in terms of costs and GHG emissions) for the transport of the biomass from the harvested area 

to the processing plant (RAMSES). Prof. Cozzi presented a Decision Supporting System (SSD) 

defined by the University of Basilicata to implement the Ecological, Technical and Economic 

sustainability assessment of bioenergy value chains established at local level. Ultimately, he 

shared various peer-review papers published on these topics that could be used as data source 

for BIOPLAT-EU, thus avoiding the need of reiterating the same measures. 

The WG meeting saw the intervention of three important hubs established in Basilicata with 

the aim to facilitate the interactions among various actors along existing agro-industrial value 

chains with the final aim to promote their sustainable development. These three hubs are: the 

Regional Agency for Agricultural Development and Innovation (ALSIA); the Cluster for 

Bioeconomy; the regional Cluster for Energy- ETS. These three hubs represent associations 

among private enterprises and Research Centers and are the ones in charge of facilitating the 

dialogue among their partners and with the local and regional authorities. The representatives 

of these three hubs intervened in the WG meeting by presenting the great effort they have 

been doing to ensure the adoption of a holistic approach, which considers all the various phases 

and actors involved along the value chains, while fostering the development of the bioenergy 

sector in Basilicata. These three hubs constitute an added value in the socio-economic regional 

framework and could guide, in collaboration with local authorities, the settlement of a strong 

regional bioenergy strategy, which considers MUC lands as an opportunity towards the 

development of a sustainable and long lasting bioenergy sector in the region. 

Giacobbe Braccio, researcher at ENEA, gave a general overview of the energy sector in 

Basilicata with a focus on the production and consumption of electric power at local level. He 

explained that the Basilicata region achieved the electric power self-sufficiency in 2017 and 

that, in that year, it had the second highest percentage among the Italian regions (87,9%) of 

electric power produced from Renewable Energy Sources (RESs). The most important RES in 

Basilicata is wind (61,2%) which contribution has constantly increased from 2012 to 2017, 
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whilst the contribution of bioenergy (5.5%) remained almost stable and is not expected to 

significantly grow in the next decade. On the other hand, when it comes to biofuel production, 

the potential of bioenergy is relevant and expected to considerably increase in the next 20 

years, thus contributing to achieve the targets set within the Renewable Energy Directive 

2018/2001 (REDII). A key contribution to this is expected from the production of bio-methane 

via biogas upgrading. So far Italy hosts 8 biomethane plants. But this is not the only available 

pathway for biomethane production. ENEA is exploring alternative technologies in this sense, 

such as the Power to Gas (P2G), which convert the CO2 remaining from the biogas upgrading in 

an additional amount of biomethane, via catalytic or biologic process, to be input in the public 

methane pipeline. 

Antonella Russo, President of Greenswitch, explained to the audience that Greenswitch 

represents one of the local industries that would benefit from the cultivation and pre-

treatment of oilseed crops in the MUC areas identified through the BIOPLAT-EU analysis. 

Greenswitch is a local bioeconomy industry that produce biodiesel as one of its main products. 

Ms. Russo explained that one of the main barriers that prevent the further development of the 

market for her company is represented by the high and fluctuant costs of the raw material 

(mainly palm oil) which is normally imported. The industrial plant, which was recently 

revamped, represents a strength point of the Basilicata region in the pathway toward the 

establishment of a short, locally based, bioenergy value chain. The huge potential of this giant 

infrastructure need to be complimented through the development of other steps of the value 

chain at local level, e.g. the agricultural production of raw material (oil seeds) and its pre-

treatment into oil, in order to be fully unlocked. If a holistic approach will be adopted and 

incentives for the development of the other steps of the value chain will be provided, important 

social, economic and environmental benefits will be generated not only for Greenswitch, but 

also for other industrial and agricultural production realities at local level. At the end of her 

speech, Ms. Russo agreed to liaise with the CREA staff for the production of a video interview 

with the aim to communicate the peculiarities of the Greenswitch company as a sample 

beneficiary of the activities conducted within  the BIOPLAT-EU project.  

Guido Bonati closed the work of the day by further explaining how BIOPLAT-EU can support 

stakeholders in identifying the most sustainable bioenergy value chains to be established at 

local level by taking advantage of the presence of MUC areas within a radius of 100 km from 

already existing bioenergy plants or by foreseeing the settlement of new bioenergy 

infrastructures, on the basis of available feedstock in the region. To this end the project will 

provide a web tool, named STEN, which will be made accessible on-line for all interested users. 

WG members will be invited to a further WG meeting, to be held in person or online, on 

dependence of the development of the COVID-19 pandemic, during which the functionalities 

of the STEN tool will be presented and a training will be given for its practical use. Mr. Bonati 

showed to participants the Help Desk function available on the project website, and invited 

them to use it to inquiring at project experts with the aim to solve their bioenergy related 

doubts. Ultimately, Mr. Bonati explained that the project will be able to provide private 

entrepreneurs willing to assess the economic sustainability and bankability of a specific 

bioenergy value chain based on the cultivation of MUC lands for the production of dedicated 

bioenergy crops at local level, with the support of financial experts. 
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4.1.5 Conclusions 

The WG meeting has offered a concrete opportunity to exchange knowledge among the various 

stakeholders in the bioenergy sector and to set the basis for future collaborations and 

coordinated actions in view of the forthcoming definitions of regional plans and strategies, both 

in the rural and industrial realms, for the period 2021-2027. 

The Basilicata region represents a positive example in the energy transition pathway as, already 

in 2016, it counted on 86% of electric power produced from RES. Furthermore, dedicated 

producers associations and hubs (e.g. ALSIA; Cluster for Energy; Cluster for Bioeconomy) have 

been established to facilitate the interaction among private entrepreneurs, scientists, farmers, 

local and regional authorities with the final aim to ensure a coordinated effort towards a 

sustainable  local development according to the principles of circular and low carbon economy.  

The region offers multiple opportunities for a sound development of the bioenergy sector. For 

instance, it can already count on the presence of important infrastructures, such as the 

Greenswitch biorefinery plants. Furthermore, also for biogas and biomethane there is a large 

potential for development, although some uncertainties and stigma of the local population 

prevent the market uptake of these bioenergy pathways. On the other hand, the establishment 

of a complete local short oil-based bioeconomy pathway (e.g. biodiesel) is prevented by the 

lack of some of the production steps in the value chain, i.e. the local cultivation of oil seeds 

crops and the presence of dedicated oil extraction mills. To overcome these barriers, dedicated 

incentives and/or supporting measures shall be foreseen for the farmers in the PAC and, for 

the industries, in the programme for the use of the EU structural funds (e.g. FESR) or in other 

regional development plans (e.g. Regional Energy and the Environmental Plan), which are 

currently under definition for the period 2021-2027.  

The stakeholders recognize the key role that MUC lands could have in being cultivated for the 

production of oil seeds crops or of biomass to be used as feedstock for anaerobic digesters. In 

fact, as per the last regional rural development plan (PSR 2014-2020) marginal lands received 

incentives for being kept in set-aside, while in the next planning (2021-2027) new incentives 

can be included for boosting their actual cultivation. 


